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Barclays Wealth Global Beta...

As financial markets continue to evolve, there is a growing 

demand from many investors for a low-cost indexation 

approach to gain market exposure. Index-based investment 

aims to replicate an index rather than seeking to beat the 

market via active management.

Barclays Wealth Global Beta offers an innovative way of 

doing this. Rather than you investing directly into individual 

index funds, Barclays Wealth Global Beta gives you a choice 

of five globally diversified portfolios of Exchange Traded 

Funds (ETFs).

An ETF represents a portfolio of shares or bonds that aims to 

provide cost-effective and consistent performance in relation 

to a particular market or index, for example, the FTSE 100 or 

S&P 500. Once fees are taken into account, ETFs can offer 

significant cost advantages over traditional funds.

Because of these advantages, the global ETF market has 

grown dramatically in recent years and plays an increasingly 

important role in investing.

The value of investments can fall as well as rise and you 

could lose money. Please note that emerging markets tend 

to experience greater political risks and adverse economic 

circumstances.

The importance of a global asset allocation
Barclays Wealth Global Beta portfolios are globally diversified 

across both equity and fixed interest markets.

We believe that it is in the long-term interest of investors 

to have broad diversification in order firstly, to capture 

the growth potential in both developed and emerging 

economies, and secondly to better manage the overall risk of 

investing into financial markets. However, as with any market 

return investment, their value can fall as well as rise and you 

can lose money.

We offer a choice of five portfolios, each with a different 

asset allocation, designed to meet a range of risk-return 

preferences. Barclays Wealth has committed significant 

resources into developing these long-term asset allocations 

for the different portfolios with each designed to achieve 

an optimal balance of risk and reward. In addition, the 

asset allocation of each portfolio is actively managed on an 

ongoing basis through the implementation of short-term 

tactical ‘tilts’ from Barclays Wealth research.

Barclays Wealth research employs more than 60 economists 

and strategists across our London, New York and Singapore 

offices, enabling us to incorporate local perspectives into our 

global investment strategies.
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Cash & Short-maturity Bonds
Developed Government Bonds
Investment Grade Bonds

High Yield & Emerging Markets Bonds
Developed Markets Equities
Emerging Markets Equities

The five Global Beta portfolios Sample asset allocation

Cash - 5%

Short-maturity Bonds - 8%

Developed
Government Bonds - 14%

Investment
Grade Bonds - 8%

High Yield Bonds - 6.5%

Emerging Markets
Bonds - 1.5%UK Equities - 4.5%

US Equities - 25.5%

Japan 
Equities - 5%

Europe (ex-UK) 
Equities - 9.5%

Pacific Rim (ex-Japan)
Equities - 2.5%

Emerging Market
Equities - 10%

Source: Barclays Wealth Source: Barclays Wealth



...innovative index-based investing

Barclays Wealth has pioneered an innovative structure that offers clients a globally diversified portfolio of Exchange Traded 

Funds in a familiar fund-of-funds structure.

Each Global Beta portfolio is a fully implemented investment solution. Having determined the most appropriate portfolio, 

Barclays Wealth will manage the mix of assets and select the individual ETFs. This is a continual process with tactical 

adjustments made in line with our views on markets, and the longer term strategic asset allocation reviewed typically every 

12-18 months depending on market conditions.

Cash and 
Short-maturity Bonds

Developed
Government Bonds

Emerging Markets
Equities

Developed 
Markets Equities

Investment 
Grade Bonds

High Yield and
Emerging Markets Bonds

Tactical adjustments

Adjustments to the asset 
allocation based on our 

short-term market views

Quantitatively-led global 
asset allocation across all 
risk profiles

Asset allocation

ETF allocation

ETFs are used to gain exposure 
to each of the asset types

BARCLAYS WEALTH 
GLOBAL BETA

PORTFOLIO

Key features:
•	 A choice of five portfolios – available in three currencies (GBP, EUR and USD) – to suit your investment objectives

•	 A diversified global strategic asset allocation policy with application of tactical ‘tilts’ to reflect our research themes

•	 Implemented using selected  Exchange Traded Funds

•	 Asset allocation determined by Barclays Wealth’s global research team 

•	 Tax-efficient fund structure allows for asset allocation changes in the portfolio without tax impacts

•	 All portfolios are currency-hedged back into their base currency

•	 The value of your portfolio could go down as well as up and you could lose money

Please note the above allocations are indicative. Please see the monthly factsheets for latest asset allocation.



This document has been issued and approved by Barclays Bank PLC. Although information in this document has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, we do not 
represent or warrant its accuracy, and such information may be incomplete or condensed. This document does not constitute a prospectus, offer, invitation or solicitation to buy or sell 
securities and is not intended to provide the sole basis for any evaluation of the securities or any other instrument, which may be discussed in it. All estimates and opinions included 
in this document constitute our judgement as of the date of the document and may be subject to change without notice. This document is not a personal recommendation and you 
should consider whether you can rely upon any opinion or statement contained in this document without seeking further advice tailored for your own circumstances. This document 
is confidential and is intended solely for the addressee(s). If you are not an addressee, or have received this document in error, please notify the sender immediately, delete it from your 
system and do not copy, disclose or otherwise act upon any part of this e-mail or its attachments. It may not be reproduced or disclosed (in whole or in part) to any other person without 
our prior written permission. Law or regulation in certain countries may restrict the manner of distribution of this document and persons who come into possession of this document are 
required to inform themselves of and observe such restrictions. We or our affiliates may have acted upon or have made use of material in this document prior to its publication. 

You should seek advice concerning any impact this investment may have on your personal tax position from your own tax adviser. You have sole responsibility for the management of 
your tax and legal affairs including making any applicable filings and payments and complying with any applicable laws and regulations. We have not and will not provide you with tax or 
legal advice and recommend that you obtain your own independent tax and legal advice tailored to your individual circumstances. 

This investment product has neither been approved as a foreign collective investment scheme nor is it supervised by the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA). The 
investor is not eligible for the specific investor protection under Swiss Federal Act on Collective Investment Schemes (CISA). Accordingly, it may not be offered or distributed to the public 
in Switzerland, unless the investor is a “Qualified Investor” (as defined in the CISA and its implementing ordinance).

Barclays Luxembourg Portfolios (Sterling) SICAV, société anonyme, registered in Luxembourg as a société d’investissement à capital variable. R.C.S. Luxembourg No. B120.390. Registered 
Office: 2-4, rue Eugène Ruppert, L-2453 Luxembourg.

Barclays Wealth is the sponsor to Barclays Luxembourg Portfolios (Sterling) SICAV.

Barclays Wealth is the wealth management division of Barclays and operates through Barclays Bank PLC and its subsidiaries. Barclays Bank PLC is registered in England and is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Registered No: 1026167.  Registered office: 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP.
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