
BARCLAYS WEALTH GLOBAL BETA

An indexed approach      

to global market exposure



Barclays Wealth Global Beta Portfolios... 

As financial markets continue to evolve, there is a growing

demand from many investors for a low-cost indexation 

approach to gain market exposure. Index-based investment

aims to replicate an index rather than seeking to beat the

market via active management.

Barclays Wealth Global Beta offers an innovative way of

doing this. Rather than you investing directly into individual

index funds, Barclays Wealth Global Beta gives you a choice

of five globally diversified portfolios of Exchange Traded

Funds.

The five Global Beta portfolios

Source: Barclays Wealth

What is an Exchange Traded Fund (ETF)?
ETFs are one of the most innovative new financial products

to emerge from the financial industry in the last two

decades.  

The global ETF market: strong growth since 2000 

Source: BGI, Bloomberg

An ETF represents a portfolio of shares that aim to match

the performance of a particular market index, for example

the FTSE 100 or S&P 500. Once fees are taken into account,

ETFs can offer significant cost advantages over traditional

funds and also deliver consistent performance relative to

their indices.

Because of these advantages, the global ETF market has

grown dramatically in recent years and plays an increasingly 

important role in investing.
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...innovative index-based investing

Key features:  
• A choice of five portfolios – available in three currencies, GBP, EUR and USD – to suit your investment objectives

• An optimised global strategic asset allocation policy with application of a tactical ‘overlay’

• Implementation using Exchange Traded Funds

• Tax-efficient fund structure allows for asset allocation changes in the portfolio without tax impacts

• All portfolios are currency-hedged back into their base currency

• Competitive charges, with lower annual management charges than comparable active management

• Full transparency of underlying holdings

Please note: as a market return investment, the value of your portfolio could go down as well as up and you could lose money

Barclays Wealth has pioneered an innovative structure that offers clients a globally diversified portfolio of ETFs in a familiar

fund-of-funds structure. 
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Cash 2%

Equities
60%

Bonds
38%

UK Equities 
8%

US Equities 
26%

Japan Equities 
6%

Europe (ex-UK) 
Equities 12%

Pacific Rim (ex-Japan)
Equities 3%

Emerging Markets
Equities 5%

Global Government 
Bonds 13%

Europe (ex-UK) 
Corporate Bonds 5.5%

US Corporate Bonds 8%

UK Corporate Bonds 1.5%

UK Equities US Equities Japan Equities Europe (ex-UK)
Equities

Pacific Rim (ex-
Japan) Equities

Emerging
Markets Equities

iShares DJ Euro
Stoxx 50

iShares DJ Euro
Stoxx 50 (DE)

iShares MSCI AC
Far East ex-Japan

iShares MSCI
Emerging
Markets

iShares MSCI
Japan

iShares S&P 500

iShares MSCI
North America

iShares FTSE 100

Global High 
Yield Bonds 4%

Global Emerging 
Markets Bonds 2.5%

Global Government 
Inflation Linked Bonds 3.5%

Sample portfolio composition

Source: Barclays Wealth



This document has been issued and approved by Barclays Bank PLC. Although information in this document has been obtained from sources believed to
be reliable, we do not represent or warrant its accuracy, and such information may be incomplete or condensed. This document does not constitute a
prospectus, offer, invitation or solicitation to buy or sell securities and is not intended to provide the sole basis for any evaluation of the securities or any
other instrument, which may be discussed in it. All estimates and opinions included in this document constitute our judgement as of the date of the
document and may be subject to change without notice. This document is not a personal recommendation and you should consider whether you can
rely upon any opinion or statement contained in this document without seeking further advice tailored for your own circumstances. This document is
confidential and is intended solely for the addressee(s). If you are not an addressee, or have received this document in error, please notify the sender 
immediately, delete it from your system and do not copy, disclose or otherwise act upon any part of this e-mail or its attachments. It may not be 
reproduced or disclosed (in whole or in part) to any other person without our prior written permission. Law or regulation in certain countries may 
restrict the manner of distribution of this document and persons who come into possession of this document are required to inform themselves of and
observe such restrictions. We or our affiliates may have acted upon or have made use of material in this document prior to its publication. 

You should seek advice concerning any impact this investment may have on your personal tax position from your own tax adviser. You have sole 
responsibility for the management of your tax and legal affairs including making any applicable filings and payments and complying with any applicable
laws and regulations. We have not and will not provide you with tax or legal advice and recommend that you obtain your own independent tax and legal
advice tailored to your individual circumstances. 

This investment product has neither been approved as a foreign collective investment scheme nor is it supervised by the Swiss Financial Market 
Supervisory Authority (FINMA). The investor is not eligible for the specific investor protection under Swiss Federal Act on Collective Investment Schemes
(CISA). Accordingly, it may not be offered or distributed to the public in Switzerland, unless the investor is a "Qualified Investor" (as defined in the CISA
and its implementing ordinance).

Barclays Luxembourg Portfolios (Euro & Dollar) SICAV, société anonyme, registered in Luxembourg as a société d’investissement à capital variable. R.C.S.
Luxembourg No. B120.391. Barclays Luxembourg Portfolios (Sterling) SICAV, société anonyme, registered in Luxembourg as a société d'investissement à
capital variable. R.C.S. Luxembourg No. B120.390. Registered Office: 46A Avenue J.F. Kennedy, L-1855 Luxembourg-Kirchberg, Luxembourg.

Barclays Wealth is the sponsor to the Barclays Luxembourg Portfolios (Euro & Dollar) SICAV and Barclays Luxembourg Portfolios (Sterling) SICAV.

Barclays Wealth is the wealth management division of Barclays and operates through Barclays Bank PLC and its subsidiaries. Barclays Bank PLC is 
registered in England and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Registered No: 1026167.  Registered office: 1 Churchill Place,
London E14 5HP.

Item Ref: BWL1122 September 2009.
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